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Pacific Creek
I slip my fingers around you
in the cold-water current;
hook removed, you remain
still in my hand.
I have you—
for this moment,
water rushing,
then you are gone
from my hold.
You hide in the shade
of underwater stones
for what seems like forever.
Francis Lunney

Francis Lunney’s poems have appeared or are forthcoming in Southern Review,
Southern Poetry Review, Salamander, and Outside Bozeman. One of his poems is part
of the Poetry in the Park installation at Edmands Park in Newton, Massachusetts.
WCAI radio broadcast him reading his poem “Resurrecting a Songbird” in 2016. He
lives in Salem, Massachusetts.

SUMMER/FALL 2022 121

Appalachia_SF2022_Rd 5_final.indd 121

4/22/22 12:27 PM

“I started reading Appalachia for the accident reports, but I kept
reading for the great features.” — Mohamed Ellozy, subscriber

SUPPORT THE STORIES
YOU LOVE!
Start or renew your Appalachia
subscription today, and keep
reading America’s longest-running
journal of mountaineering
and conservation.

Visit outdoors.org/appalachia
for a special offer: 36% off
the journal’s cover price.
That’s three years of Appalachia
(6 issues) for only $42. Or choose
a one-year subscription (2 issues)
for $18 —18% off the cover price.
Inside every issue, you’ll find:
• inspired writing on mountain exploration, adventurers,
ecology, and conservation
• up-to-date news and notes on international expeditions
• analysis of recent Northeastern mountaineering accidents
• book reviews, poetry, and much more
Subscribe today at outdoors.org/appalachia or call 800-372-1758.

Subscription prices valid as of June 2022. Prices and offers subject to change
without notice. For the most up-to-date information, visit outdoors.org.

